
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 
Legislative Intent 

 
 
In enacting this part, it is the intent of the Legislature to do all of the 
following: 
 

(a) To provide for the sustainable management of groundwater 
basins. 

 
(b) To enhance local management of groundwater consistent with 

rights to use or store groundwater and Section 2 of Article X of 
the California Constitution. It is the intent of the Legislature to 
preserve the security of water rights in the state to the greatest 
extent possible consistent with the sustainable management of 
groundwater. 

 
(c) To establish minimum standards for sustainable groundwater 

management. 
 
(d) To provide local groundwater agencies with the authority and 

the technical and financial assistance necessary to sustainably 
manage groundwater. 

 
(e) To avoid or minimize subsidence. 

 
(f) To improve data collection and understanding about 

groundwater. 
 
(g) To increase groundwater storage and remove impediments to 

recharge. 
!
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!
!
!
!
!

 



Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 
Definitions of Sustainable Groundwater 
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Sustainable	  Groundwater	  Management	  Approaches	  

	  
Components	   Butte	  County	   Orange	  County	  

Water	  District	  
Paso	  Robles	   Sacramento	  

Groundwater	  
Authority	  

Santa	  Clara	  
Valley	  Water	  
District	  

Water	  
Replenishment	  

District	  
Type	  
Organization	  

County	   Special	  Legislation	   Evolving	   Joint	  Powers	  
Authority	  

Special	  
Legislation	  

WRD	  and	  Adjudicated	  
basins	  

Approach	   Quantitative	  BMOs	  
by	  subarea	  for	  levels	  
and	  quality;	  gw	  
model	  for	  scenarios	  
and	  water	  budget;	  
enhanced	  recharge;	  
notifications	  for	  
alerts	  

Comprehensive	  
monitoring	  and	  GIS	  
data	  system	  –	  
recharge	  focused	  
to	  replace	  
groundwater	  
pumped	  annually	  

Water	  balance	  
analysis,	  
current	  and	  
future	  pumping	  
projections,	  and	  
measured	  gw	  
level	  trends	  –	  
declare	  LOS	  if	  
not	  sustainable	  

Co-‐equal	  goals	  of	  safe	  
reliable	  water	  supply	  
and	  preservation	  of	  
fisheries	  on	  American	  
River	  –	  collaborative	  
effort	  under	  JPA	  

Groundwater	  
recharge,	  
imports,	  treated	  
water	  sales,	  
recycled	  water	  
partnerships,	  
aggressive	  
conservation	  to	  
offset	  demands	  

Comprehensive	  
monitoring	  and	  GIS	  
data	  system	  –	  
replenish	  basin	  –	  
and	  detailed	  model	  	  

Key	  Strategy	   Ordinances	  –	  GW	  
Mgmt,	  Well	  Head	  
Protection,	  
Conservation	  

Tiered	  fees	  	   Series	  of	  
Actions	  

Tiered	  fees	  &	  
Water	  Accounting	  
Framework	  

Fee	  zones	   Tiered	  fees	  and	  	  
Water	  Independence	  
Now	  (WIN)	  

Management	  
Objectives	  

Narrative-‐	  
GW	  levels,	  quality,	  
surface	  water-‐gw	  
interaction,	  
subsidence,	  
evaluate,	  &	  
replenish	  gw-‐	  	  
–	  set	  and	  publish	  
alert	  stages	  for	  
notifications	  

GW	  Quality,	  
sustainable	  yield	  &	  
operational	  
efficiency	  
enhancement	  -‐
Manage	  annual	  
overdraft,	  
accumulated	  
overdraft,	  gw	  
levels,	  change	  in	  
storage	  

Narrative	  and	  
LOS	  -‐	  Level	  of	  
Severity	  stages:	  
I	  -‐	  9	  yr	  
projection	  
II	  -‐	  7	  yr	  project	  
III	  –	  currently	  
equals	  or	  
exceeds	  
perennial	  yield	  
	  

Narrative	  –	  	  
Sustainable	  Yield	  set	  
by	  Model	  –	  
M&I	  Groundwater	  
Extractions	  –	  
GW	  
Levels/Thresholds	  

Groundwater	  
levels	  compared	  
to	  subsidence	  
thresholds	  

Manage	  annual	  
overdraft,	  
accumulated	  
overdraft,	  gw	  levels,	  
change	  in	  storage	  

Annual	  storage	  
change	  

Estimated	  and	  
model	  based	  

GIS	  and	  multi-‐
aquifer	  based	  

Estimated	  and	  
model	  based	  

Model	  based	   Calculated	  
monthly	  

Calculated	  annually	  

Pumpage	   Public	  Suppliers	  
measured	  

Measured	  except	  
de	  Minimis	  1AF	  

Public	  Suppliers	  
measured	  

Public	  Suppliers	  
measured	  

Measured	  except	  
De	  minimis	  1AF	  

Measured	  except	  
De	  minimis	  1AF	  

Water	  budget	   Annual	   Annual	   	   Annual	   Annual?	   Annual	  
Sustainable?	  	   No	   Yes	   No	   Yes	   Yes	   Yes	  
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